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PERFORMANCE AUDITS

Performance audits conducted by the Legislative Audit Division
are designed to assess state government operations. From the audit
work, a determination is made as to whether agencies and programs
are accomplishing their purposes, and whether they can do so
with greater efficiency and economy. The audit work is conducted
in accordance with audit standards set forth by the United States
Government Accountability Office.

Members of the performance audit staff hold degrees in disciplines
appropriate to the audit process. Areas of expertise include business
and public administration, mathematics, statistics, economics,
finance, political science, english, criminal justice, computer
science, education, and biology.

Performance audits are performed at the request of the Legislative
Audit Committee which is a bicameral and bipartisan standing
committee of the Montana Legislature. The committee consists
of six members of the Senate and six members of the House of

Representatives. )

Direct comments or inquiries to:
Legislative Audit Division
Room 160, State Capitol
PO Box 201705
Helena MT 59620-1705
(406) 444-3122
Reports can be found in electronic format at:

Http://leg.mt.gov/audit
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The Legislative Audit Committee
of the Montana State Legislature:

This is our performance audit of the permitting function of the Opencut Mining
Program within the Department of Environmental Quality. Findings and recommen-
dations address a wide range of issues related to how the department permits opencut
mines including the timeliness of issuing permits, improving management information,
and operating more efficiently.

We wish to express our appreciation to department personnel, as well as stakeholders,
for their cooperation and assistance during this audit.

Legislative Auditor

Room 160 * State Capitol Building » PO Box 201705 » Helena, MT » 59620-1705
Phone (406) 444-3122 « FAX (406) 444-9784 « E-Mail lad@mt.gov
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